
Goldentail Presents LCD’s and Polar Primes

Finding the LCD of three or more fractions can be
tr ickier than f inding a polar bear in a snowstorm !
Follow the steps below and learn how to use prime

fac tor iza t ion  to  make the  job  eas ie r.

7       5       1
12     18      20

+ +

1.  Pr ime factor ize the denominators.

2.  Find the largest group of each prime factor
     and circ le i t .

3.  Mult iply al l  of the circled groups together;
     th is is the LCD.  

4.  F ind the equivalent  form of  each f ract ion
     wi th the LCD as the denominator.

7              5              1
2 x 2 x 3     2 x 3 x 3     2 x 2 x 5+ +

7              5              1
2 x 2 x 3     2 x 3 x 3     2 x 2 x 5+ +

LCD = 2 x 2 x 3 x 3 x 5 = 180

7 x 15       5 x 10      1 x 9
12 x 15     18 x 10     20 x 9

+ +

5.  Solve the problem and reduce the answer
     i f  necessary.

105      50       9      164     41
180     180     180    180     45

+ + = =

EXAMPLE

8 ⁄15 + 9⁄ 20 + 5 ⁄ 6 = 8 ⁄ 9 + 1 ⁄ 6 – 1 ⁄ 4 = 13 ⁄14 – 6 ⁄ 35 – 3 ⁄10 = 3 ⁄4 – 4 ⁄ 7 + 1 ⁄ 3 =

Following the steps above, do the problems below!  Write each
f inal  reduced answer in the polar  bear below i ts  problem.

Answer


